
Soil Erosion and Rainforests
Where soils are deep and vegetation is dense because of high r__________ and high temperatures, tree roots tend to be shallow because the rain leaches the nutrients down, but the abundant vegetation provides a continual layer of humus on the surface.  This humus provides n__________ for the plants.

___________ is the layer of dead leaves and other decaying matter on the forest floor.

The humus and the tree roots act as an anchor for the soils and stop it w____________ away.  When the trees are removed, by activities such as l____________ or clearing forests to make farmland, the humus quickly washes away.  Without the protection of the tree r_______ and humus, the soil also w_________ away.  This is called soil erosion.

In many places where rainforests are destroyed for farming, the soil erosion results in the land q__________  depleted of nutrients. As a result, in time, the land can become unusable for f____________.
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Cape Tribulation is a rainforest area north of Cairns in Queensland.  In 1983 trees were cl___________ to make a road to the Bloomfield R________.  It was opened just before the 1984/85 wet s___________ leaving extensive bare areas.

In March, 1985 after 324mm of r_______ so much of the soil had washed away that the amount of s________ measured in the streams below the road was 22 times greater than that a_________ the road.
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